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Rui the lawyer

At the age of 21, Rui received a Bachelor’s degree from the
Sao Paulo Law College of Law.
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In 1872, Rui Barbosa started his law practice (in Bahia), to-
gether with councilman Manuel Pinto de Sousa Dantas
and Pedro Leao Veloso. “My debut at the people’s tribune
while still a student was as defense of a slave against his
master. It was in Sao Paulo, two years before the Rio
Branco law, in the middle of slave territory. My debut in the
forensic tribune was here, in Bahia, in reparation of the
honor of an innocent daughter of the people against the
overbearing lust of an oppressor. My debut at the parlia-
mentary grandstand was to sponsor the election of a con-

servative against the Liberal Party, which | fought for”

(BARBOSA, Rui, 1897, p. 65)

Rui Barbosa renovated the law practice, elevating it to an
art by applying his scholarship to it. Rui practiced the dia-
lectics of law as an instrument of persuasion, substantia-
ted by rigorous logical and argumentative content. The
Minas against Werneck case stands out, in which Rui
showed his nature as a lawyer by agreeing to defend the
interests of the State of Minas Gerais. Rui filed an appeal at
the Supreme Federal Court on behalf of the State, in which
he upheld the nullity of arbitration due to the excessive
powers of the arbitrators; this legal piece was reproduced
in 165-page volume entitled “Rui Barbosa. Nullity of Arbi-
tration due to Excessive Powers of the Arbiters.”
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& g Em Nome, ¢ sob os Auspicios do Muito Allo e Muilo Poderoso Principe o Senhor D. Pedro I, Imperador Conslitucional
¢ Defensor Perpetuo do Brasil.
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Graduates from the Sao Paulo College of Law vi-
siting the commencement speaker Rui Barbosa.

“As a lawyer, accustomed to not seeing on my bench the mer-
cenary’s stall, | believe myself obliged to honor my profession
as a subsidiary body of justice, as a spontaneous instrument of
the great claims of the law, when the attacks against it directly
harm - through of the individual - the general interests of the
community.” (BARBOSA, Rui, 1892)

| was not yesterday, | am not today, | will not be tomorrow on
the side of the overbearing. I've championed, champion, and
will always champion the law against them. | know of no rela-
tionships or conveniences that compel me to enlist in their ser-
vice.'l have always defended the freedom of others, said Burke.
A noble motto, which should be that of all statesmen.” (BARBO-
SA, Rui, 1892)

We are faced with an unusual lawyer, even though he is consi-
dered to be among the greatest of his time. With a lawyer who
fought for, without a break for strictly fifty years, during a life
that, unfortunately for all of us, went out at seventy-three. A
lawyer who went through all the instances and experienced all
the triumphs and bitterness pains (more bitterness pains than
triumphs) of his fruitful and glorious profession. A lawyer who
was not specialized in anything, but ended up talking and wri-
ting about all the branches of law, whether Constitutional,
Civil, or Commercial, whether Criminal, Administrative, or Pro-
cedural. We are faced with the certainty, breadth, depth, and
beauty of a consummated expert.

(...) He always maintained and frequented his office, either
alone or in a team, since 1872, in Bahia, and even had pu-
blished ads for professional advertising.

(...) The Hon. Ulisses Brandao tells that, in that year, Rui’s office -
extremely busy and which he much frequented - occupied
two floors of the building at 72, Rosario Street, and was one of
the two or three most sought after in the country.

Rui lovingly took care of the matters entrusted to him. So much
so, that he was the most demanded and famous of the profes-
sionals of the Brazilian legal venue, and only death severed him
from his arduous legal activities. Why;, it is known that a lawyer
who is careless in his service, inattentive to the constitutional
convention, or indifferent to the outcome of the claims he
sponsors, never inspires trust and respect in anyone. Nobody
would charge a great lawyer with these defects. How, then, to
explain the landslide of causes that passed through Rui’s pro-
fessional bench, not allowing him any rest from 1872 to 1922,
but, but as the clearest demonstration of his admirable virtues
as a legal professional? (NOGUEIRA, Rubem. In: BARBOSA, Rui.
Escritos e discursos seletos. Rio de Janeiro, Nova Aguilar, p. 479-
-481).

In November 1920, Rui Barbosa was invited to be the commen-
cement speaker in the graduation ceremony of the graduates
of Largo de Sao Francisco’s College of Law. However, Rui was
suffering from health problems, which prevented his atten-
ding. On that occasion, the class speaker received a text prepa-
red by Rui for the ceremony, with the recommendation of only
giving it to Professor Reinaldo Porchat — who had been chosen
to read it - two days before the ceremony, as Rui intended to
attend. However, on March 29, 1921 Porchat ended up reading
the speech, as Rui was unable to attend.

Oration to young men

“Do not desert Justice or court her. Do not be unfaithful to her,
nor refuse her advice. Do not trespass from legality into violen-
ce, nor replace order with anarchy. Do not put the powerful
before the helpless, nor refuse to sponsor the latter against the
former. Do not serve Justice without independence, nor break
away from truth before power. Do not help in persecutions or
attacks, nor plead for iniquity or immorality. Do not evade de-
fending unpopular causes, or dangerous ones, if they are just.
Wherever a grain can be found, if one only, of true right, do not
haggle with the afflicted to give them the solace of legal pro-
tection. Do not proceed in queries, except with the true impar-
tiality of the judge in his judgments. Do not make the bench
into a counter, or the science into merchandise. Do not lower
yourselves to the powerful, nor be arrogant to the poor. Serve
the opulent with pride and the destitute with charity. Love
your country, be kid to your neighbor, keep your faith in God, in
truth and in good." (BARBOSA, Rui, 1920).
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